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SEE  YOUR  CONGRESSMAN 

If  you  have  not  already  arranged  for  a  representative  delegation  from  your  city  or  country 
to  interview  personally  your  Congressman,  while  he  is  in  his  district,  we  urge  that  you  try 
to  do  it  right  away.  Talk  over  with  him  the  growing  threat  of  universal  military  training 
and  further  militarization  of  America,  the  need  for  stronger  support  of  the  United  Nations 
and  its  development  into  an  effective  agency  for  world  peace,  what  America  can  do  to  aid 
other  countries  in  restoring  their  industry  and  agriculture,  and  other  issues  before 
Congress,.  Will  you  write  us  in  detail  about  your  interview? 

This  Newsletter  continues  the  summary  of  the  status  of  legislation  at  the  close  of  the  first 
session  of  the  80th  Congress,  July  26.  Either  a  special  session  or  the  next  regular  session 
in  January  picks  where  the  last  session  ended.  It  is  only  when  the  81st  Congress  con¬ 
venes  in  January  19U9  that  everything  starts  over  again. 

THE  MARSHALL  PROPOSAL 

Europe  is  in  a  desperate  plight  economically  on  account  of  the  effects  of  the  war,  and  the 
crisis  deepens  daily.  What  America  can  and  should  do  to  help  is  now  the  leading  inter¬ 
national  question  before  an  inquiring  Congress  and  before  the  American  people.  The  dis¬ 
cussion  revolves  around  the  proposal  by  Secretary  of  State  Marshall  at  the  Harvard  Com¬ 
mencement  that  the  United  States  would  extend  generous  aid  if  the  European  countries  would 
seek  to  put  their  own  economic  houses  in  order,  Tlie  nineteen-man  House  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aid,  composed  of  eleven  Republicans  and  eight  Democrats  under  the  leadership  of  Christian  A. 
Herter,  sailed  August  27  for  a  forty-five  day  inquiry  in  fifteen  countries.  The  committee 
is  authorized  to  study  actual  and  prospective  needs  of  foreign  nations  and  peoples,  includ¬ 
ing  those  within  United  States  military  zones,  both  for  relief  in  terms  of  food  and  clothing 
and  for  economic  rehabilitation.  Its  work  will  be  divided  among  five  subcommittees  aided  by 
staff  consultants. 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  also  has  members  making  special  studies,  including 
the  foreign  information  program.  The  Iowa  Farm  Bureau  organized  a  groiq)  of  22  Iowa  farmers 
and  three  newspaper  men  who  are  making  a  trip  by  air  to  England,  Scotland,  France, 
Switzerland,  Luxemburg,  Belgium,  and  the  Netherlands,  to  report  back  on  agricultural  needs 
in  those  countries. 

Unofficial  estimates  place  the  rehabilitation  requirements  of  Europe  as  at  least  30  billion 
dollars,  with  unconfirmed  reports  that  United  States  State  Department  officials  believe 
that  15  or  16  billion  mi^t  be  the  top  figure  Congress  would  consider  appropriating  for  aid 
in  the  next  few  years. 

There  is  increasing  talk  of  a  special  session  of  Congress  beginning  not  later  than  Novem¬ 
ber  15  to  consider,  first  of  all,  the  requests  of  foreign  governments  for  aid  and  the 
recommendations  of  the  Congressional  committees  making  on-the-spot  studies. 

^ery  slowly  is  our  country  realizing  that  the  cost  of  munitions,  battleships,  and  casual¬ 
ties  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  cost  of  war.  The  breakdown  of  trade,  the  undermining  of 
health,  the  collapse  of  governments,  the  loss  of  confidence,  the  destruction  of  the  means 
of  production  all  take  their  heavy  toll  for  many  years. 
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UNIVERSAL  MILITARY  TRAINING  | 

The  National  Cornraander  of  the  American  Legion  at  its  convention  in  New  York  during  the  last! 
week  of  August  asked  the  President  to  call  a  special  session  of  Congress  to  enact  universal 
military  training.  Tlie  Veterans  of  Foreign  Vifars  passed  a  similar  resolution  at  their 
September  meeting.  Mrs,  Norton  K.  Pearl,  retiring  national  president  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary,  urged  the  women  of  the  United  States  "to  henpeck”  Congress  into  convening 
in  special  session  immediately  to  enact  U  11  T,  according  to  the  New  York  Times.  New  York 
Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey,  Republican  candidate  for  the  presidency,  endorsed  universal 
military  training  in  a  speech  before  the  Legion  Convention.  President  Truman  renewed  his 
plea  for  it. 

Probably  first  to  act  on  the  Towe  Bill,  H.  R.  1x273,  which  was  reported  out  of  the  House 
Armed  Services  Committee  July  2^,  will  be  the  House  Rules  Committee  and  then  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Is  it  intelligent  for  the  United  States  to  spend  a  minlmian  of 
$1,750,000,000  a  year  on  universal  military  training  and  only  between  $10,000,000  and 
$15,000,000  on  the  United  Nations? 

If  the  United  States  is  not  to  intensify  the  present  arms  race  with  Russia,  then  U  M  T 
must  be  defeated  by  aroused  citizens  who  want  our  energies  as  a  country  directed  toward 
world-wide  security,  world  government,  and  universal  disarmament.  How  will  your  Represent¬ 
atives  and  Senators  vote  in  your  name?  How  much  have  you  done  in  educating  the  voters  in 
your  Congressional  district  on  this  issue?  If  U  M  T  is  to  be  defeated,  it  must  be  defeated 
in  the  minds  of  the  voters,  by  those  who  believe  in  a  better  way  of  organizing  human 
relations. 


STRENGTHENING  THE  UNITED  NATIONS  I 

On  J'Jily  9,  I9U7,  the  following  resolutions  were  introduced  in  Congress  : 

S.  Con.  Res.  23  by  Senators  Ferguson,  Baldwin,  Byrd,  Cain,  Flanders,  McMahon,  Tobey, 
O’Mahoney,  Sparkman,  and  Taylor  —  "It  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
that  permanent  world  peace  can  and  will  be  achieved  through  the  United  Nations,  and  to  that 
purpose  we  believe  that  action  sho’lLd  be  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Charter  of  the 
United  Nations  to  propose  and  adopt  amendments  and  revisions  that  will  strengthen  the 
United  Nations  as  an  instrument  to  prevent  war  and  maintain  world  peace." 

S.  Con,  Res.  2U,  a  stronger  and  more  pointed  resolution,  by  Senators  Taylor, Chavez, 

Johnston  (of  South  Carolina),  Murray,  Pepper,  and  Tobey  proposes  —  ’’That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  should  immediately  take  the  initiative  under  Article  109  of  the  Charter 
of  the  United  Nations  in  calling  a  General  Conference  of  the  United  Nations  for  the  purpose 
of  making  the  United  Nations  capable  of  enacting,  inteirpreting,  and  enforcing  world  law  to 
prevent  war.”  These  two  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  10  resolutions  identical  with  S,  Con.  Res,  2h  were  intro¬ 
duced  by  10  Congressmen  —  H.  Con,  Res,  59  by  Walter  Judd;  60  by  Brooks  Hays;  61  by 
James  P.  Richards;  62  by  Estes  Kefauver;  63  by  V/illiam  T.  Byrne;  6U  by  Mike  Mansfield; 
65  by  Karl  Mundt;  66  by  Robert  Hale;  67  by  Frederick  E.  Muhlenberg;  and  68  by  Richard  M. 
Nixon.  These  were  referred  to  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  but  no  further  action 
was  taken . 


innVERSAL  disah:'ju.ent 

S.  Con.  Res,  32  by  Senators  Tliomas  (of  Utah),  Taylor,  and  Chavez  provides  for  Congressional 
approval  of  a^eeraents  for  "the  renunciation  of  the  use  and  development  of  the  atomic  bomb  j 


Washington  Letter  No*  UU 


Page  3 


.  .  .  support  for  the  use  of  atonic  energy  for  only  peaceful  purposes  •  •  •  universal 
national  atomic  and  all  other  disarmament  by  all  states  •  •  •  reduction  to  needed  internal 
police,  except  for  agreed  occupation  forces;  to  be  effected  simultaneously  in  all 
countries;  to  be  maintained  by  forces  controlled  by  a  body  acting  by  sinQ^le  majority  vote; 
to  be  enforced  by  punishment  only  of  guilty  individuals  or  government  violators  and  not  of 
innocent  people  •  •  •"  and  friendly  consideration  by  our  Government  of  loans  to  countries 
which  join  in  such  agreement.  Pending  such  disarmament  agreement,  the  United  States  and 
an  other  states  may  maintain  all  armaments.  This  important  measure  was  introduced  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session  and  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Representative  Adolph  J.  Sabath  of  Illinois  introduced  a  companion  bill,  H.  J,  Res,  25h, 
which  was  referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 

SHALL  AMERICA  ARM  THE  WORLD  ? 

Arming  Latin  America  The  Inter-American  Military  Cooperation  Act,  H,  R,  3836  by  Charles 

A.  Eaton,  would  provide  for  military  cooperation  of  American  repub¬ 
lics  by  standardization  of  equipment  and  furnishing  weapons.  Reported  from  the  Foreign 
Affairs  Committee  cn  July  18,  19h7 ,  this  bill  is  now  on  the  House  Calendar.  There  has  been 
no  action  in  the  Senate.  The  F  C  N  L  opposed  this  bill  in  the  hearings  with  testimony  by 
Ernest  Galarza,  former  offic-ial  in  the  Pan-Ar.ierican  Union,  who  explained  how  American  arms 
have  been  used  to  strengthen  dictatorship  in  several  Latin  American  countries.  He  reminded 
the  Committee  that  whereas  the  State  Department  spent  last  year  approximately  two  million 
dollars  on  cultural,  political,  and  economic  cooperation  with  Latin  America,  the  cost  of 
the  arms  program  might  run  from  ten  to  thirty  million. 

Militar3>’  and  Naval  Missions  H.  R.  2313  by  Walter  G,  Andrews  of  New  York  provides  that, 

upon  application  from  foreign  governments,  the  President  at 
his  discretion  and  if  public  interest  renders  such  a  course  admissible  may  detail  officers 
and  enlisted  men  of  the  armed  forces  to  assist  such  foreign  governments.  Reported  from  the 
House  Armed  Services  Committee  after  testimony  by  Secretary  of  State  Marshall  and  spokesmen 
for  the  Army  and  Navy  during  one  morning,  this  bill  was  not  taken  up  on  the  floor  of  the 
House,  nor  was  it  considered  by  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee, 

SOME  OTHER  STEPS  IN  FOREIGN  POLICY 

Continue  Reciprocal  Trade  Program  H.  R,  liU21  by  Wilbur  D,  Mills  of  Arkansas,  introduced 

July  26,  would  provide  a  three-year  extension  of  the 
Reciprocal  Trade  Agreement  program  which  expires  June  12,  19U8.  The  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  conducted  lengthy  hearings  last  spring,  featuring  opposition  testimony  to  the 
authority  of  the  State  Department  to  negotiate  trade  agreements  singly  or  with  several 
colon tries  at  the  same  time.  Trade  agreements  with  29  countries  are  now  in  force. 

Join  the  International  Trade  Organization  Negotiations  are  under  way  in  Geneva, 

Switzerland,  on  the  organization  and  charter  of 
the  I  T  0,  and  a  meeting  of  the  provisional  organization  in  the  United  States  this  fall  is 
under  consideration.  Even  the  formation  of  the  I  T  0  was  seriously  thireatened  by  the 
attacks  on  the  reciprocal  trade  program  in  the  United  States  and  by  the  wool  bill  which 
passed  both  Houses.  The  original  wool  bill  was  vetoed  by  the  President  and  later  amended 
to  provide*  for  domestic  subsidy  on  wool  but  not  for  altering  the  agreements  on  tariff  rates 
in  force  with  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  other  countries.  No  formal  bill  has  yet  been 
introduced  on  I  T  0. 

Join  the  World  Health  Organization  H.  J.  Res,  161  by  Yfalter  Judd  of  Minnesota  provides 

membership  in  and  appropriations  for  the  World  Health 
Organization,  Vote  by  the  House  is  the  only  remaining  action  to  be  taken,  since  this  bill 
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was  reported  out  of  the  House  Foreign  Affairs  Committee  July  17,  19U7.  A  companion  bill, 
Senate  Joint  Resolution  98,  passed  the  Senate  July  7,  19U7. 

Statehood  for  Alaska  Hearings  were  held  by  the  House  Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  H,  R, 

206  by  E.  L.  Bartlett  of  Alaska.  The  report  of  this  coninittee  is  to 
be  made  following  the  summer  visit  of  its  members  to  Alaska,  S.  56  was  introduced  by 
Senator  William  Langer,  No  action  was  taken  on  either  bill  in  the  Senate  the  last  session. 

Statehood  for  Hawaii  H.  R,  h9  (K.  Res,  212)  for  the  admission  of  Hawaii  to  the  Union  on 

an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states  was  reported  from  the 
House  Committee  on  Public  Lands  (Report  No,  19U)  and  passed  tl:ie  House  June  30,  19U7.  No 
action  was  taken  in  the  Senate  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

DOLLIVER  BILL 

H.  R,  2286,  introduced  at  the  request  of  the  American  Legion  by  James  I,  Dolliver  of  Iowa, 
would  require  applicants  for  citizenship  to  swear  to  bear  arms  if  required.  Hearings  were 
held  June  30,  on  three  days*  notice,  before  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Subcommittee 
of  the  House  Judiciary  Committee.  Julien  Cornell,  F  C  N  L  Committee  member  and  lawyer 
from  New  York,  yrho  has  argued  citizenship  cases  before  the  Supreme  Court,  testified  for  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  in  opposition  to  this  bill.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  amendments  to  the  full  Judiciary  Committee,  but  no  further  action  was  taken  in  the 
last  session. 

FAIR  EMPLOYIAl'iNT  PRACTICE  COMMISSION 

S,  98U  by  Senators  Ives,  Saltonstall,  Smith,  Morse,  Chavez,  Downey,  Murray,  and  liters, 
designed  to  prevent  discrimination  in  enployment  because  of  race,  creed,  color,  or  national 
origin,  was  reported  by  a  subcommittee  to  the  full  Senate  Committee  on  Labor  and  Public 
Welfare  with  recommendation  that  the  full  committee  give  further  study  to  provisions  of  the 
bill.  The  full  Labor  Committee  on  Friday,  July  25,  failed  to  report  the  bill  to  the 
Senate;  and  A.  Philip  Randolph,  Co-Chairman  of  the  National  Council  for  a  Permanent 
F  E  P  C,  charged  that  failure  to  report  the  bill  was  due  in  large  measure  to  the  proposal 
made  in  the  hearings  by  one  of  its  sponsors.  Senator  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  that  it  be 
amended  to  permit  any  state  to  exenpt  itself  fl'om  the  enforcement  provisions  of  the  bill. 

No  hearings  have  been  held  by  the  House  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  on  the  15  F  E  P  C 
bills,  including  H.  R.  282U  by  James  G.  Fulton;  nor  have  they  even  been  assigned  to  a 
subcommittee  for  study, 

ANTI-LYNCHING 


Eleven  anti-lynching  bills  were  introduced  in  the  House  and  referred  to  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee  (which  incidentally  received  more  than  50^  of  all  bills  introduced  in  the  House) , 
but  the  committee  took  no  action  of  any  kind  on  any  of  them,  A  discharge  petition  was 
started  in  the  House  by  Clifford  P.  Case  to  bring  his  bill,  H.  R,  3U88,  out  of  conmittee 
for  a  floor  vote,  and  69  signatures  out  of  the  required  218  were  secured  before  Congress 
adjourned.  Three  bills  were • introduced  in  the  Senate,  including  S,  1352  by  Senators 
Wagner  and  Morse,  but  no  formal  consideration  has  been  given  them  yet  by  the  Judiciary 
Subcommittee  composed  of  Senators  Ferguson,  Revercomb,  and  Eastland, 


E,  Raymond  Wilson  and  C.  Lloyd  Bailey 
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